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On-line Writing Lab: The 
OWL Flies High 

 
The fall semester of 1999 marks 
the second full semester in which 
the Writing Center has operated an 
OWL: an on-line writing lab.  The 
OWL saw tremendous growth in 
usage during the spring of 1999, 
and the Writing Center staff 
expects the OWL to become 
increasingly popular as more 
students discover the resource this 
fall.   
 
The OWL allows students to 
electronically submit up to five 
pages of writing to a consultant at 
the Writing Center.  Students can 
access the OWL by going to the 
Writing Center web page at 
http://gamma.is.tcu.edu/wrt, where 
they will find specific instructions 
for using the OWL under the link 
titled “On-line Writing Help.” 
 
Upon accessing the OWL by 
selecting “On-line Writing Help” 
from the web page, students view a 
form that asks them for their name, 
e-mail address, and classification.    
Next students are asked to suggest 
a focus for the on-line tutorial 
(organization, documentation, 
grammar, usage, etc.) so the 
consultant can better assist the 
writer with  specific concerns.  
Students can then cut and paste up 
to five pages of text onto the 
OWL. 
 
Writing Center staff members 
examine the submissions each 
business day and attach comments 
and suggestions to the file before 
sending the submission back to the 
author via e-mail. 
 
Please inform your students of the 
Writing Center’s on-line tutorial 
service and encourage them to 
make use of this resource.  
However, students should be 
aware that writing consultants will 
not respond instantly to 
submissions;  responses will 
follow as soon a possible from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. on the first business 
day after the submission has been 
posted. 
 
 

Center Announces 
Workshops   

 

The Writing Center has scheduled 
dates for three workshops in the 
coming year.  The first 
workshop—a program focusing on 
issues of grammar and style—will 
take place on Wednesday, 
September 15.  At this meeting, 
Ms. Margaret-Rose Marek, writing 
consultant and technologies 
coordinator for the Writing Center, 
will offer suggestions designed to 
help students, faculty, and staff 
avoid problems with grammar and 
usage and write concise, well-
crafted sentences, paragraphs, and 
essays. 
 
The second workshop is scheduled 
for Wednesday, November 10.  At 
this meeting, Dave Kuhne, 
Associate Director of the Writing 
Center, will discuss the American 
Psychological Association (APA) 
style of documentation. Kuhne has 
designed handouts that provide 
examples of correct APA 
documentation and that  assist 
students in  finding information 
quickly in the APA Publication 
Manual.  Copies of this quick 
guide to APA style are available 
upon request. 
 
Dr. Jeanette Harris, Director of the 
Writing Center, will conduct a 
third workshop on Wednesday, 
February 2, 2000.  Dr. Harris’s 
session will take up the issue of 
résumé writing.  Harris has 
designed a number of résumé 
templates that serve as examples 
for students to follow when they 
compose their own résumés. 
 
Additional workshops that have 
yet to be scheduled include 
sessions on collaborative writing 
and peer response, grant writing, 
MLA documentation, and writing 
and publishing dissertations. 
 
Please encourage your students 
and colleagues to attend these 
workshops, all of which will be 
held in the Writing Center, Room 
100 of the Rickle building, from 3 
p.m. to 5 p.m. 

 
 

What the Writing Center 
Can Do  

 
• Provide one-on-one writing 

instruction 
• Discuss assignments with 

students, helping them to 
clarify and organize ideas 

• Read a draft of what a student 
has written and offer 
suggestions for revisions 

• Help students expand and 
develop a paper  

• Assist students with matters of 
style and correctness 

• Explain specific rules of usage 
• Answer questions about 

research and documentation of 
sources 

• Help students increase 
confidence in themselves as 
writers 

 
!!!  

 
What the Center  

Cannot Do 
 

• Edit or proofread what a 
student has written 

• Guarantee a particular grade 
or even suggest what grade a 
student is likely to receive on 
an assignment 

• Read multiple assignments or 
extremely long assignments in 
a single conference 

• Assist students with take-
home exams or final portfolios 

 
!!! 

 
Faculty Members Can 

Help the Center  
 

Faculty members can assist the 
Writing Center staff by 
 
• Encouraging (but not 

requiring) students to use the 
Writing Center 

• Sending copies of writing 
assignments to the center 

• Understanding that our goal is 
not to edit students’ papers but 
to improve their writing skills 

• Referring outstanding student 
writers to the center for 
possible employment as peer 
tutors 

Scheduling Class  
Visitations 

 
Staff members are always happy to 
address classes and inform 
students about the services of the 
Writing Center.  The presentations 
are about ten minutes in length.  
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To arrange a presentation, call 
257-7221. 
 
 

!!! 
 

Writing Center to Assist 
with High School Writing  

Contest 
 

As part of its continuing effort to 
emphasize the importance of 
writing and to highlight TCU’s 
community involvement, Writing 
Center staff members will assist 
members the Greater Fort Worth 
Chapter of the American Civil 
Liberties  Union with the 
administration of the Louise 
McGuigan Essay Contest, a 
writing contest open to all high 
school juniors and seniors in the 
greater Fort Worth area.  High 
school students will be invited to 
submit essays of between five and 
ten pages in length dealing with 
specific issues involving the Bill of 
Rights.  The Writing Center will 
issue a call for submissions to 
English and government teachers 
working in area high schools, and 
Writing Center staff members will 
assemble and forward outstanding 
essays to the ACLU chapter, 
which will determine the winners.  
First prize is $100 and a certificate.  
Second prize is $50 and a 
certificate, and third prize is $25 
and a certificate.  Deadline for 
submissions is December 1, 1999. 
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Staff Members to Edit 
TCU’s Literary Journal 

 
Dave Kuhne and Carol Lattimore, 
Writing Center staff members and 
instructors of English, will assume 
editorship of descant, TCU’s 
literary journal, starting in the fall 
of 1999.  Kuhne and Lattimore 
have served as associate editors of 
the journal for the past year.  
Professor Besty Colquitt, who 
retired several years ago, founded 
the journal, which is committed to 
publishing outstanding poetry and 
fiction. Now in its fortieth year of 
publication, descant receives 
submissions from all over the 
world and awards $500 for the best 
story and $500 for the best poems 
published each year.  
William L. Adams Writing 

Center Staff Members 
 

• Dr. Jeanette Harris, Director 
 
• Dr. Dave Kuhne, Associate 

Director 
 
• Mr. Steve Sherwood, Writing 

Specialist 
 

• Ms. Margaret-Rose Marek, 
Writing Consultant  and 
Technologies Coordinator 

 
• Dr. Carol Lattimore, Writing 

Consultant 
 
• Dr. Marie Schein, Writing 

Consultant 
 
• Ms. Marie Laine, Writing 

Consultant 
 
• Ms. Chris Fudge, Writing 

Consultant 
 
• Mr. Bob Vann, Administrative 

Coordinator 
 
• Mr. Zsolt Varga, Technology 

Consultant 
 
 
Peer Writing Consultants: 

Outstanding Student 
Writers 

 
The Writing Center is especially 
proud of its staff of peer writing 
consultants, outstanding student 
writers who are recommended for 
their jobs by faculty members 
familiar with their writing.  After 
students are recommended for a 
position by a faculty member, the 
prospective peer consultants give 
samples of their writing to Dr. 
Harris.  Those chosen to work as 
peer writing consultants attend a 
series of training sessions designed 
to help them assist other students 
with writing projects. 
 
Many of the peer consultants are 
majors in English or journalism; 
others come to the Writing Center 
from disciplines such as 
economics, history, philosophy, 
and French.  Others are  pre-med 
and pre-law students. Having peer 
consultants who come from a 
variety of backgrounds and who 
have a wide range of interests is 
beneficial because peer 
consultants, like the professional 
staff members at the Writing 
Center, work with students from 
many departments. 
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Peer Consultants for  
1999-2000 

 
• Daniel Worden, senior 

philosophy/English major 
 
• Shanna Combs, junior 

dance/pre-med major 
 
• Jason Snyder, junior 

psychology major 
 
• Claire Morris, senior English 

major 

 
• Matt Townsend, junior 

business major 
 
• Mark Keitges, junior RTVF 

major 
 
• Austin Dickson, sophomore 

English/religion major 
 
• Jessica Leonardo, junior 

English major 
 
• Christie Hobbs, senior 

English/Spanish major 
 


